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This edition is the second volume in the Riga Early Music Centrc . seric. "M .ica Rigensis" issued to commemorate
the 800th anniversary of the city of Riga. Riga, now the capital of the Ba.' State of _atvia, was for a time a self-
governing republic during the latter half of the 16th century. It was of st/ .g Luf! .an persuasion and successfully
resisted efforts at a counter-reformation in the early 1580's. A prolific com;  ser it lae city at that time was the cantor
of the Riga Cathedral School, Paulus Bucenus Philorodus, being the author of ¢ c¢nty-four massc and over a hundred
other works, mainly motets written for various occasions in the church calendai - = well as for local ¢ 'nts.

The two motets "Vitam quae faciunt beatiorem" and "Converte Domine" are both v be found i Lucen. ''s autograph
collection of works Ms. mus. 40074 in the Music department and Mendelsson-Archive the Prussian Culture
Collection of the Berlin State Library. This source survives only as two part books. The title .ge of the 6 ¥ Ce section
recites: "Some sacred songs for six voices in three kinds of counterpoint arranged with musical instrup uts and most
suitable for schools, composed by Paul Bucenus Philorodus, Cantor of the School of Riga in Livonia _ollecte< i the
year 1583." This suggests that the motets would have been performed with instruments. The employ .ent c¢uitions ¢
the Riga town musician Johann Lichtwer lists his duties at this time as including "playing his instru.nents /' the Church
alongside the Cantor and his boys on every feast day in both Matins and Vespers".

"Converte Domine" is a setting of the first line of verse 4 of Psalm 125 (126) followed be verse 5. "Convei. O Lord our
Captivity. Those who sow in tears will reap in Exultation."

The primary source is in the "Ratsschulbibliothek” in Zwickau, Germany call mark "Sammelwerke Nr. 10" No. J50.
This source is complete, containing all five voices. Other sources are Berlin State Library Ms. mus. 40074 No. 33
(Soprano 1 and Tenor 1 only), and Ms. mus. 40210 No.53 (Tenor 1 & Bass only).

The present edition derives from the research into the musical life of 16th century Latvia by Paul Madgwick (Munich)
and Solvita Sejane (Riga). They would like to thank Stewart McCoy (Nottingham) for his help in solving some of the
editorial problems, Aedan Daly (Munich) and Michael Smith (USA) for their Latin expertise, Armin Wosche (Berlin),
for his help with archive work, Harry Lincoln (USA) and Bart Butler (USA) for their suggestions during the research,
Monica Bishop (Munich) for general assistance, and the many librarians who made the source materials available.

Paul Madgwick
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